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Welcome to this concert and thank you for attending! Your gracious applause is 
always appreciated. To contribute to the overall performance and meaning of this 
concert, we ask that there be no applause following songs with an asterisk. (*) Thank 
you, and we hope that you enjoy this Christmas celebration.  
 
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING   Arr. Dan Forrest 
The piano-four hand opening from Christy Case and Jeannine Chapman originally 
used the lyrics, "Hark how all the Welkin rings," written by Charles Wesley in 1739. 
The Congregational evangelist, George Whitefield changed the lyrics to "Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing" in 1754. In 1855, the melody was adapted to one by Felix 
Mendelssohn and the tempo was brought up from slow and somber to the joyful 
tune so often in use today. 
 
*O COME, O COME EMMANUEL   Arr. Steve Dunn     
Hailey Fiel; soloist 
A popular site from which to purchase choral music lists 319 possible arrangements 
of this ancient plain song with Celtic underpinnings. The 1861 version, of what was 
originally referred to as "Veni, veni, Emmanuel" has text that dates back to Germany 
in 1710 and a tune that originated in mid-15th century France. 
 
*FAIREST LORD JESUS   Arr. Derek Hakes, Rev. By Craig Courtney 
Originally a Silesian (mostly Polish, Czech and German) folk song, and also known 
as "Beautiful Savior," the German text appeared for the first time in print in 1842.  
 
*GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD   Arr. Sir John Stainer 
Sir John Stainer composed this beloved piece as part of his popular 1887 cantata THE 
CRUCIFIXION. The next year, he was knighted in 1888 by Queen Victoria in 
recognition of his distinguished services to British music as composer, choral 
director, organist, and Oxford University educator. 
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OUR CONCERT: A Celebration of the Season 
One can always find reasons to celebrate if the search is earnest, and the 
search for this year's theme seemed to create itself. All of the pieces that form 
this evening's concert are unique, in and of themselves, and in bringing them 
together, different subthemes have developed as well. From the occasional 
nautical motifs to the section of bell related tunes (that seemed to develop 
itself) to the inclusion of a little jazz band, this has been and is a celebration of 
what is good and right and needed in our world. It is our hope that you enjoy 
this evening, down to the tips and taps of your toes.  
 
OUR DIRECTOR 
While still in high school, Dinah Haag took her first church choir directing 
job. After a double degree in instrumental and music education, becoming a 
high school music and choral director in Wisconsin for seven years, and 
receiving a Master of Divinity degree, she became the Pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Frankfort. Within days after becoming a 
Michigander, she began singing with the BCCC in 1998. It is her joy to direct 
this ever-delightful family of musicians.   
 
OUR ACCOMPANIST 
Christy Case received her undergraduate degree from Western Michigan 
University and her master's degree in vocal music education from 
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. For seventeen years, Christy led 
the vocal music department at Benzie Central High School. Fortunately for all 
of us, she was willing to fit the BCCC into her life of summers at the family 
business and spending time with her sons, Carson and Caleb and husband, 
Andy. 
 
OUR SINGER ACCOMPANIST 
Jeannine Chapman, a graduate and saxophone major of University of 
Michigan spent her teaching career in Ann Arbor (elementary instrumental), 
Iowa City (piano), and Chapel Hill, NC (middle school orchestra).  In 
retirement, she loves studying piano and participating in vocal & 
instrumental ensembles. 

HE LEFT THE MUSIC OF HEAVEN   Michael Sharp 
Arkansas native, Michael Sharp, reminds us that that which is celebrated at this time 
of year has implications far into the future and time, encompassing not just a baby, 
but hosts of heaven, along with all the other well-known stable attendees, drew 
around a manger throne. 
 
O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM   Morten Lauridsen  
Amanda Babcock, Cory Bissell, Cody Bowers, Hailey Fiel, Toby Gould,  
Ed Scarbrough, Emily Wagner  
Translation: O great mystery and wondrous sacrament, that animals should see the 
newborn Lord, lying in their manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy 
to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia.” Composer Lauridsen has been described in 
Choral Music in the Twentieth Century as the "only American composer in history who 
can be called a mystic," and has had works recorded on over two hundred CDs, 
several of which have won Grammys. 
               
*THE PASTURE   Z. Randall Stroope 
Stroope included THE PASTURE in WHERE THE EARTH MEETS THE SKY, a set of 
American poems set to music, utilizing Robert Frost’s quiet meditation. Not realizing 
that Z. Randall Stroope and Morten Lauridsen are colleagues and friends, it is yet 
another layer of the celestial celebration of this concert, that these two pieces were 
scheduled next to each other.  
 
*ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL   Arr. John Rutter 
This anthem was commissioned in 1983 for a children’s choir festival. The text 
writer, Mrs. “Fanny” Alexander, also wrote the texts of the famous hymns ONCE IN 
ROYAL DAVID’S CITY and THERE IS A GREEN HILL FAR AWAY. Composer Sir 
John Stainer also wrote a tune to these words, entitled "GOD IN NATURE."  
 
SONG FOR PEACE   Allister MacGillivray, arr. Diane Loomer 
Sandy Scarbrough; soloist 
Canadian born MacGillivray ingeniously wrote a text that allowed arranger, Diane 
Loomer to create waves of phrases and lines, lulling singers and listeners into the 
soothing waters of peace. 
  
INTERMISSION 
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RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED REINDEER   Arr. Arif Mardin 
Aunt and niece singers; Jeanne Hafer, Becca Smith 
Written in 1949 by Johnny Marks, this Christmas song has sold over 25 
million copies. The version in this celebration is adapted from Interlochen 
graduate, Jewel’s holiday album JOY. This arrangement is one of the many 
surprises from the yodeling, Alaskan born, operatic student who studied just 
down the road.  
 
RING SILVER BELLS   Arr. Audrey Snyder 
Rachel Higgins, Shelley Thompson, Maria Wolowiec 
"Silver Bells" was first performed by Bob Hope and Marilyn Maxwell in the 
motion picture The Lemon Drop Kid and the first recorded version was by Bing 
Crosby and Carol Richards, all in 1950. Whether inspired by Santa Clauses 
and Salvation Army solicitors on New York street corners or the bell on the 
shared desk of the composers, the melody has lasted much longer than the 
original title of "Tinkle Bells." 
              
JINGLE BELLS    
Our tenor and bass offering is what happens when "English "barber's music," 
described in the 17th century by Samuel Pepys as amateur instrumental 
music" meets "one of the best-known and commonly sung American songs in 
the world" (Wikipedia on both counts.) However, it is described, it's still fun 
to sing and hear. 
 
THE THREE KINGS   Arr. Bob Chilcott    
Rachel Higgins; speaker, Christy Case; conductor, Jeanine Chapman; piano 
The offering from our sopranos and altos mixes the poetry of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow and Chilcott's technic of mimicking swaying camels. Not to 
be confused with WE THREE KINGS, this version mentions the legendary kings: 
Melchior, Gaspar and Baltasar, who brought gifts: gold as a tribute for a king, 
frankincense for the priest (Paraclete: Holy Spirit) and myrrh for the body's burying. 
"And the mother wondered and bowed her head, her heart was troubled yet 
comforted." 
 

I SAW THREE SHIPS   Arr. Peter Hunt   
Amanda Babcock; soloist 
British composer, choral director and music educator Peter Hunt is a champion of 
community choruses, offering music that is not only reasonably priced, but cleverly 
composed. Rare is the piece that can allow each choral part to stand on its own and 
then contribute to the whole.  
 
WHAT TROUBLES YOU, OLD KING HEROD?    David Lantz III 
A BC3 Christmas concert just isn't the same without a swing, blues style, gospel-
esque offering. This is one of over 600 published musical selections by 
Pennsylvania’s teacher, director, composer and performer, David Lantz 
 
GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN   Lloyd Larson 
Stephanie Hickson; soloist 
A story from Bethlehem, to a composer from the Midwest, Minnesota and finally to 
Benzie County, this song is as much a part of this season as egg nog and Christmas 
trees.   
 
'TIS A WONDERFUL THING   Randy Vader, Arr. Jay Rouse 
Rosemary Abbett; trombone, Cody Bowers; drums, Christy Case; clarinet, 
Jeannine Chapman; piano, Nancy Reed; trumpet, Becca Smith; bass 
Part of the delight in working with the Benzie County Community Chorus is the 
continual realization of other talents residing within the group and incorporating 
them into our concerts. Tonight's Celebration of the Season includes the joy of good 
toe-tapping songs that can stay with you long after their playing.  
 
AULD LANG SYNE   Arr. Alison Burns & Gitika Partington 
The melody of this arrangement is believed to be the original, set to the familiar 
words of Robert Burns. The phrase “Auld Lang Syne” literally translates to “old long 
since” and basically means, “days gone by”.   

 
  

 
 

 

And surely ye'll be your pint stowp! 
And surely I'll be mine! 

And we'll tak a cup o' kindness yet, 
 

And there's a hand, my trusty fere! 
And gie's a hand o' thine! 

And we'll tak a right gude-willie waught, 
For auld lang syne. 

 

And surely you'll buy your pint cup! 
And surely I'll buy mine! 
And we'll take a cup o' kindness yet 
 

And there's a hand my trusty friend! 
And give me a hand o' thine! 
And we'll take a right good-will draught 
For auld lang syne. 
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A Celebration of the Season 
The Benzie County Community Chorus wishes  

you and your loved ones  
a very merry Christmas and a most peaceful and happy New Year. 

 
Thank you to the good people of Frankfort United Methodist Church and St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church. Without your willingness to work us into 
your busy holiday seasons, our Christmas concerts would be so very 
different. We are grateful for each of you who make it possible.  
 
Thank you, Gail Brandt, for doing the lion’s share of creating this season’s 
program. Unable to sing with us this season, she found time to lay the 
groundwork for this program. 
 
Thank you, Rosemary Abbett, for joining us in the joy of making music in this 
holiday season. 

 
Please mark your calendars for the 

Summer 2018 Concerts, 
to be presented at the Benzie Central High School Auditorium 

at 7:30 p.m. 
June 30, July 1, 13, 14 and 15. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the BCCC, please contact any 
chorus member or give our director Dinah Haag a call at 231-651-0311. 
Rehearsals will begin in February. The date will be announced on the chorus 
website (www.benziechorus.org) and on our Facebook page (Benzie County 
Community Chorus).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


